Battle of Kings Mountain
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The “Overmountain Men” assemble at Sycamore Shoals on September 25, before 1
Kings Mountain Campaign. The Reverend Samuel Doak conducted services for the men and their
families, prior to the frontiersmen departure,
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snte 1isb of participants has posh
o soveral years under the direcs
VoY cerious historiens. In compiling & lis

that are sus-
o “nature there always eppear names
ooted, which can neither be proven or dis-provf;.
Therefore, our list of names may e higher than the

mumber actually in the battle. ;

T B a1 report, as signed by bhe Kings Mountain
Comasders, Campbell, Shelby, and Cleveland, mentioned
nine hundred men. Our total 1ist includes 1166 names.
Thore are several names that we have questioned, yet
inoluded them. These are designated by a question
nark (7). The correct figure is probably somewhere
between the mumber we have and the number reported
by the commanders.

The participants we have listed are those who were
actually engaged in the battle. There may have been
as many as eighteen hundred men in the Kings Mountain
Campaign, and therein lies the difficulty in sepa-
the battle participants from the noncombatants.
Many men were left behind at Cowpens, the day before
the battle, as only the best mounted and equipped men
were selected for the final pursuit of Ferguson.
pohen_ the battle vas fought the present State of
emnessec was a part of North Carolina. To avoid
gonfusion for the modern day reader we have ligted
ennessee a5 the resident state where applicable.

g 7edlt for mich of this compilation should go to
past historians of Kings Mountain National Military
Tork Jnder the superintendence of Ben F. Moomaw.

g tern seasonal historians Bill Bates, Joe Hedden,

Compilation of
undervay for the pa:

+8nd Janes Scruggs did much of the work, researching
i
listing Fabetil % hanks
2, and alphabetizing the names. Special bl

!Msses Betty Barnes and Debra Robinson who did

. the typing ¢ by Kay and Sdexng
ng.  The Artwork i
s by Kay Barnes e
Cox who generously donated their time.
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in October of
After the pritish success ?Zn B
1779 prospects Tooked good £ peien 40,0 S
S R ey Cuinton, BIitEES o) n Ohiel o
4 his forces i .
tl;z;enber, 1779, for cn.arlsstm_x,himare oz
stormy Atlantic voyage was a nigl

and was _compled d wit] hardsh: includ loss
shi ncluding
Joted with MCH ho)

viillery, supplies, and e ah
Sechined for Gaarlastons 2o 0 i‘izvefndtiefréﬁza_
e tmet:as spsrslzitxixo:‘]egis launched against
éiﬁl:iesti;ndgd a?‘te?q; successful seige the city was
sun-enderec,i on May 12. A foothold was ?szab}lihl:ié
Now all that remained was to conquer the interio: S
hopefully, for the British, this would be an easy tas!

it they could arm and train the Carolina loyalists
into a formidable army.

The move into the interior was methodical eand
steady. Banastre Tarleton's victories at Monck's
Corner, lenuds Ferry and finally at Waxhaws on the
Twenty Ninth of May destroyed the last organized
military force in South Carolina. After these
successes Sir Henry Clinton sailed for New York and
placed Earl Charles Cornwallis in charge of the
Southern Campaign.

Cornwallis immediately began offensive operations
into North Carolina, although his primary mission was
to retain possession of the large region of Georgia
and S_aubh Carolina. His success at Camden, South
Carolina in August probsbly made him confident that
the march into North Carolina, and on into Virginia,
would be easy. Cornwallis now planned to move his
:;mw from Camden northward to Charlotte and Salisbury
E:Ee the strongest rebel resistance was expected.
Tastwerd [neaniRayerien UIS (then Gross Creek) were
S loyalist supporters. West of the Catawba River
mﬁwon County there were also many loyalists. By

s strategic penetration Cornwallis proposed to
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1irk the two ‘loyalist ~clemenss and then establish
control over the rest of North Carolina.
fajor Patrick Ferguson bad been appointed by Sir
Honry Clinton in May as TnBeef of Militia in the
on Provinces, He ias ordered 0 Vio¥D into Tryon
%y and maintain the loyalist support while putting
own the rebellion in this azea. Although now under
nmand of Cornwallis he was operating indepen-
dent Ferguson met very little resistance from the
Sehels in the pledmont, mAIAY ‘vecause after the
Battle of Camden the erontiersmen had scattered. In
the latter part of Septemben Cornwallis captured
Charlotte, bub these succoRsSaREE merely the lull
pefore the storm.

Pergueon, believing the fredlemt were subdued on
tho east side of the Blue Ridge Mountains, released a
prisoner with a message for those on the other side.
Phis message warned them 0 desist from their
opposition to the British hrmg," and Af they did not
he proposed to !...hang Their leaders, and lay their
ive end EwordsSNELS SEEEE HHES
S ote mugh _eibher! joinitogether
‘hey would be lost.
e Gelivered to Colonel Isaac Shelby

John Sevier, and as they
began to make preparations o meeb =
sent out a call for men. A rendomvous
September 25 at Sycamore Shoalss
o botnton, Tennesses.  Sf
the call under the commands
Campbell of Virginie, Colonel Char
Major Joseph McDowell, Colonel Benjamin
Nowth Carolina,  ColonelS Tsaac Sheldy
Sovier from present dey Tennessee. MO
gathered along the vay in the pursuit of
loyalist militia.

Tn their pursuit of Fergusen tnis small
mi1iviamen crossed some of the most rugeed

waste
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commanders
because the

xs for rell o stoppod ile rotrest.
O ey et Kings Nountedn, and have teken post:
i i think T canbo orosl BYS BIE
“nemy than that against us.!

e ot arny lost, Ferguson's trail tamporarily
P v, but soon found it again and contimied
oo arsult. | On arrival ab the Cowpens they were
e by Coronel Janes Williams with about L0O men from
ot Syrolinac. As later reported by Campbell, Shelby
“nd Gloveland, aboub 900 of the best mounted nen left
Gowpons at. B:80 pom. for Kings Mountain where Fergusor
was_supposedly encamped.

43 related carlier Ferguson was indeed at Kings
Houmtain,  Kings Nountaln is alow-lylng xango of

11s, about 16 miles in length, crossing the border
Dotween North and South Carolina. The Hogoack ridge
upon which Ferguson encamped vas rocky, steop in
places, relatively treeless on top, and shaped roughly
lite & hunan footprint, Ferguson made mo fortifi-
sations on tho ridgotop Whore his 1100 nen vore camped.
Tiase men vere all Aneriown citizens and loyal o the
rom, 5o thl vas mot really and astien bebeen

ritish" and "Americans." Basically it was civil
action, practically neighb AR

ghbor against nelghbor.
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Finally after marching all night the Anericans
recoived definite informstion on the morming gp
October Seventh that the loyalist were on the mountatn
Major 1liam Chronicle vas very familiar with thig"
area because he had hunted deer thers. After giving
comanders a description of the terrain they
on a surprise attack. They would encirels

and after all the commands were joined in
a frontier war-whoop would be raised as the
ck.
o surprise was almost complete, but a loyalist
saw something moving in the brush and fired a
o The Americans quickly moved into position and
the battle erupted from all sides. Ag the frontiers-
nen began to move forward fighting Indian fashion
tovard Ferguson's camp, he no doubt realized the
seriousness of his situation. His men were trained in
linear tactics of the day and they needed open ground
to maneuver and make the bayonet charges which were so
i this type of fighting. The steep hill-
trees, rocks, and fallen bimber was not
t@ linear tactics, The deadly accuracy of
lerican  riflemen played havoc with the loyalist
gnt Horse Harry" Lee of Revolutionary War
sumed up Ferguson's dilemma when he said his
position was "more assailable by the rifle than defen-
sible with the bayonet.!

The patriots continued to press the attack from all
until they had the tory militda surrounded on
castern end of the ridge, Ferguson seeing
that all was lost tried to break through the surr-
ounding lines but was fatally wounded and died soon
aftervards. After only one hour of furious fighting
the Americans had gained an almost complete victory,
with Very few losses. Only a few of the loyalist
escaped.
he results of the Battle of Kings Mountain were far
reaching. Sir Henry Clinton aptly described the situ-
ation when he said it was f'the First link of a
of evils that followed each other in regular succes-
sion until they at last ended in the total loss of
Anerica.
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ROUTE OF MOUNTAIN MEN




