The following Eulogy was give with family members present at the grave of Jonathan R McGuffin which had earlier been found on a small knoll in Green County. Tennessee. The story “Finding Jonathan R McGuffin can be found in the Album section of the website: phelpsfulpancestry.com
Oct 23, 2015
Eulogy to Jonathan R McGuffin
I would like to say just a few words if I may, while standing here at the grave of Jonathan R McGuffin.  
After all, without him, where would we be?  Most of us here today, and I know of over 400 others, that would not have had the opportunity of life had it not been for him and his wife Ellen Self.
Jonathan was born December 5, 1830 in the nearby state of Virginia.  He married Helen Self in 1856 and they had five children.  They lived 14 miles from here in Mosheim, TN
On April 4, 1865, over 150 years ago, he died in combat very near here, fighting an ugly Civil War.  It is safe to say that, he was fighting to preserve his way of life by preventing what he must have seen as Northern Aggression and the expanding interference of a Federal Government.  He was not fighting for Slavery as today’s media might suggest.  President Lincoln introduced the question of slavery almost two years into the Civil War.  Also, there were very few slaves in this area as most of the people were poor and were just trying to provide shelter, food and clothing for their families and to make it through another winter. 
When Jonathan died, he left his wife Ellen and five small children.  We are descended from these children.  Their ages ranged from 1 to 7 years old.  I want to say here that I am very proud of our Ellen. She must have been a very strong and determined person, whose parenting enabled us to be where we are at today.
Jonathan preceded my paternal GG Grandfather, Daniel Richard Phelps, who fought over 4 years in the Union army for what I’m sure, he thought was right.  When my paternal grandfather was ask, “Why did your father fight for the Union?”  He quickly responded “He did not want to break up the Union”.  
So, both men had their different reason for participation in what turned out to be America’s bloodiest conflict, with over 620,000 deaths.   
It was a sad time in our country’s history, but standing here today, I can say that I am very proud of both Jonathan and Daniel for their courage and determination for what they believed in. 
Jonathan has been gone a long time, but he’s not forgotten.
Thomas Anderson Phelps
